
Emergent Reading: Stage 2 Levels 3 – 6 Early Emergent Reading: Stage 1 Levels 1 – 2 	Connected Texts to  
	Reinforce Learning

	�144 student titles (72 pairs of books)  
– 24 titles for each of 6 developmental  
reading stages.

	�Paired books address the same concepts, 
vocabulary, and high-frequency words in 
different text types and sentence structures.

	�High-frequency words are gradually and 
systematically introduced and reused.

	�There is a high rate of repetition of  
high-frequency words and a low ratio  
of unfamiliar words.

	�There is a balance of illustrated fiction  
and photographic information books.

	�There is a wide range of text types 
– narratives, recounts, procedures, 
explanations, and reports.

Paired Books 

Transitional Reading: Stage 4 Levels 11 – 14 Early Reading: Stage 3 Levels 7 – 10

Fluent Reading: Stage 6 Levels 19 – 24 Early Fluent Reading: Stage 5 Levels 15 – 18

Lesson Plan Cards

Handy Lesson Plan Cards for Practical and Systematic Instruction

	72 Lesson Plan Cards – one for each pair of books

	�There are Before, During, and After Reading Activities for each book, plus a synthesising activity focussing on the  
key concept of both books.

	�Each Lesson Plan Card can be split into four 30-minute instructional sessions and one review session.

	��Each Lesson Plan Card integrates oral language, comprehension, phonemic awareness, phonics,  
vocabulary development, fluency, and writing.

	�Each Lesson Plan Card includes ongoing assessment and follow-up activities. 

Vocabulary Starters

Provide Direct Reading Support

	Unique to the Early Emergent Stage, there is one Vocabulary Starter for each pair of books (12 sets total).

	Each Vocabulary Starter introduces the written form of key vocabulary through unambiguous, labeled photographs.

	Vocabulary Starters can be read as a book or displayed as a word bank to support beginning readers and writers.

	�On the back of the photographs are suggestions for building oral, reading and writing vocabulary as well as reading  
and writing activities for each book.

Components of Flying Start to Literacy

Assessment

Teacher Resource 
Book 2:
The Next Step

Teach . . . 
Take The Next Step with practical and 
explicit teaching ideas and blackline masters 
for both small groups and individuals. 3

Teacher Resource 
Book 1:
The First Step

Analyse...
Use the assessment results to accurately plan 
activities according to each child’s identified 
areas of need. 2

Assess
Benchmark Books and Assessment Blackline Masters
28 carefully structured and levelled Benchmark Books have been specially designed 
to provide teachers with information about children’s literacy development. The 
Benchmark Books, in conjunction with the blackline masters from The First Step,  
are designed to help teachers assess the reading level, strategies and comprehension 
of their students.
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WritingFurther Assessment
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Further  
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High Frequency •	
words
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identification
Print concepts •	
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Level 15
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interpretive 
questions

www.flying-start-to-literacy.com.au

Now containing Levels 1 to 28 	
Electronic record keeping package also available

Your complete benchmarking and assessment kit for 
Flying Start to Literacy and all early literacy programs.

AlphaExplore
Plus Alphakids 

Activities for developing oral, reading, and writing vocabulary on reverse side of cards

Full color, sturdy laminated cards with six folding panels  (3 panels per side)

Full color, sturdy laminated cards with seven folding panels
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Flying Start to Literacy is a comprehensive early  
literacy program that supports the systematic  
development of reading strategies and skills in 
young students. 

to Literacy
® Flying Start

Make Flying Start to Literacy®   
the core of your literacy resources.  
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Young readers love to read Flying Start to Literacy books.

	�There are 144 new books in the program. There are fascinating things to learn about, funny stories to laugh at, 
exciting adventure stories, reports, interviews, instructions on how to do and make things and plays. Dramatic 
photographs and great illustrations support all of the books.

	�Flying Start to Literacy includes chapter books. All books at Levels 18 to 24, both fiction and non-fiction, are 
presented in chapter book format.

Young readers can read Flying Start to Literacy books with success because the 
program supports developing readers. 

	�High frequency words and key content words are introduced systematically and revisited in following levels  
in the program. This develops the readers’ ability to recognise and use these words, and supports reading  
and comprehension.

	�Each book is part of a pair. A fiction book and a non-fiction book present the same key concepts and vocabulary 
and allow beginning readers to develop a range of different reading strategies.

	�Every book has been read by readers who are at the appropriate reading level. Running records of each reading 
have provided information for shaping and modifying each text.

	�The program supports a systematic approach to the development of phonemic awareness and phonics. All new 
vocabulary is phonically accessible to developing readers. 

As a teacher you will find Flying Start to Literacy easy to use and appreciate the range  
of supportive teacher resources.

	�The Lesson Plans integrate oral language, vocabulary development, fluency and comprehension, writing and 
phonics. They are attractive, durable, accessible and easy to store.

	Supportive resources for planning and record keeping are available on-line: 

	• �assessment checklists to identify strategies to be monitored for each title

	• �scope and sequence charts to identify reading strategies and new high frequency and content words in  
each title

	• �reading across the curriculum checklists to identify cross curriculum links and specialist content vocabulary.

	Log on at www.flying-start-to-literacy.com.au

Why you should make  
Flying Start to Literacy the  
core of your literacy resources.

Developmental Reading Stages of Flying Start to Literacy 

Developmental 
Reading  
Stages

Flying Start  
to Literacy 
Levels

Features of the Program  
at each Developmental  
Reading Stage

Early Emergent 
Reading Stage

1–2 • Establishes a full range of concepts about print.

• Introduces common stems and key vocabulary.

• Introduces the first 26 high-frequency words.

• �Focuses on phonemic awareness and introduces letters (common sounds).

Emergent 
Reading Stage

3–6 • �Introduces phonologically regular vocabulary: all words with short vowels.

• Revisits and extends high-frequency words.

• Re-uses key vocabulary.

Early  
Reading Stage

7–10 • New, phonologically regular vocabulary is carefully introduced.

• Key vocabulary is revisited.

• High-frequency words are revisited and extended.

Transitional 
Reading Stage

11–14 • New, phonologically regular vocabulary is carefully introduced.

• Language structures become more complex.

• High-frequency words are revisited and extended.

Early Fluent
Reading Stage

15–18 • Increased complexity of concepts.

• �Phonologically regular words now include more complex  
vowel combinations.

Fluent  
Reading Stage

19–24 • Vocabulary now includes less common letter combinations.

• Increased conceptual load.

• More complex language structures.

The Big News
in Early Literacy
Use Flying Start to Literacy in your classroom  
and build a solid foundation in beginning reading.

Features of the program:

High frequency words have a high rate of repetition with a low ratio  
of unfamiliar words 

	�� Connected, paired books present the same high frequency words in different  
sentence structures and text types.

Key vocabulary is introduced systematically. 

	� Key vocabulary is carefully introduced and constantly revisited. Paired books present  
the same key vocabulary in different text types. 

A variety of text types enables the development of a range of reading  
strategies. 

	� A range of text types with different structures and text features build reading  
strategies for texts that have different purposes.

Reading and writing are linked.

	� The range of text types and the pairing of fiction and non- fiction texts provide  
models of writing for the readers. Comprehensive Lesson Plans include writing  
as an integral part of each lesson.

Level difficulty is carefully sequenced to build reading strategies. 

	� Flying Start to Literacy is sequenced into 6 Developmental Stages and 24 reading levels. 
Reading strategies are developed and consolidated at each level.

The teaching of phonics and phonemic awareness are supported by  
the program.

	� Underpinning Flying Start to Literacy is a systematic and explicit sequence of phonemic 
awareness and phonics. This sequence is matched in the books to provide a context  
for learning. 

Fluency enhances comprehension. 

	� Lesson Plans provide opportunities for oral reading and include re-reading  
of books to improve word identification skills and comprehension.

Assessment is ongoing to inform instruction. 

	� Ongoing assessment forms part of each teaching sequence. 

	� Assessment checklists are available and the program is also supported  
by AlphaAssess, a comprehensive benchmarking kit.




